
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Sandra Weissinger        

Department: Sociology       Phone Number: (618) 650-3713 

E-mail Address: sweissi@siue.edu                    Campus Box: 1455 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 2 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [X] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Peck Hall 1227 and SIUE Facilities  

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
   The project, "We Came to Dance: On the Intersection of Covert Suicide, Personal Responsibility , and the 

Resilience to Fight Back Against Violent Oppression", seeks to examine how local scholars, activists, and scholar-

activists cope with a plethora of social injustices. Specifically, the goal is to understand what self-care and resiliency 

practices participants engage in so that they can continue to address inequalities.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
   Students will collect background information (resumes, writings, lectures) on participants who meet the criteria of 

being scholars, activists, or both. Upon completing background folders, students will then assist me in content 

analysis of the files, transcribing lectures, and possibly conducting oral histories (to be transcribed) towards the end 

of the semester.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
By the end of the semester, students will have experience:  

   1. collecting archival data  

   2. engaging in content analysis  

   3. searching for grant, writing, and conference opportunities  

   4. learning and using qualitative research methods  

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

   Schedules are negotiable, but students are required to meet with me once per week. In these meetings, we will share 

findings,brain storm next steps, and talk about work expectations to reach goals in a timely way.  
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If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
   Most work will be done on campus, so transportation to SIUE is the only requirement.  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades.[E.g., I require my 

students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 and have earned at least a B in both]  

   Students are required to have taken SOC 111 and another course related to diversity, social justice, and/or 

inequality. In these courses, students need to have earned a grade of B or higher.  

     

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   
   Students should be self-starters, completing assigned tasks on schedule.  

 

 
 


